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Tueſday, May 6. 1707. 


a... 


Am nos upon the Scruple againft the 


Union, ſor the Difference of Opinions ſho 


in Religion - among us, which Di 
rences, by Miſmanage ment of. Parties on 


both tide, are grewa very difturbing to this 
Age, aud indeed I cannot but ſay, is is by 
5 ic 


Niſmanage mant, and that on boch fides 

is not ſo much our real Differ but our 
Manger of differing that is the Cauſe of 
all our Confuſious- Envy, rab, 
and Strife, Cc. are ſo much made Partaers 
in our Breaches, that Ion, they are fa- 
tallx. encteas d; but the quattelſume Priaci- 
ples are, born of Hell, and all come from 
one Bb: ginning, let them be go; what, tide 
they will. 1 e 

Ia arder to ſet this right, I have been ex- 
amining the Re aſon of Difſentiag, the Oc- 
caſion, Time and Manner of it, with the 
ſeveral Attempts made towards a Reconci- 
liation- What ill ute bas deen made 


] $ 
Fo the Steder Iyno 
and Partiality 3 for chat is ſo far 
Argument, that they are ready to 
their Cauſe ; that it is an Argument of 
Sigcerity of the People, and of the 


If it were a Trifle-that ke:ps a Million « 
. — of Guck 
Church of XZ was unaccountably to 
blame to 1 pen de ſo ſtufly, and 
to che Weakneſs of their Brethren in 
ſo {wall aa Affac, + rather than drive 40 
large a Part of the People from them, and 
prompt ſo great Diviſton in the Nation. - 
: 
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If it were a Trifle the Diſſenters ſeparate 
for, they could not have the Face to talk 
of conſcientious Scruples, and the Neceſſi- 
ty of Diſſeatings; Tis therefore a mate- 
rial Difference, which has caus'd this unhap- 
py Diviſion, and thg? it be not in DoQriaal 
Points eſſential to Chciſtianity, ;yer as it is 
in Points Which cagneither be abated o ave 
band, nor Sue with on the offer, it 4 
been found abſolutely n by 
Wiſdom of both ſides, to make an Allow- 
ance, come to a Temper, fix the Liberty 
of one, and the Authority of the other by 
legal Bounds; and what is the End of all this? 


Not Conformity or Compigbenſion, for a 
chat is giv er, as wha is not likely 
be obtain'd ; Fut it is for 


taining L 
Peace, Charity, and go 


* 
eighbourh 
among Fellow Chriſtians; that they may 
agree, converſe, correſpond, and ugite in 
civil Affairs, tho' they cannot in Religious; 
that they may no more be fleeing from and 
purſuing one another; that Ephrajm may 
not envy JÞ#dzþ, nor Fydtb vet Ephraim any 
more, but div Government be preſery'd a- 
mong them. 

If any Man ſhall ask, wh.t is this to the 
Purpoſe ? I ſhall anſwer, very much; for this 
proves, that there can be no Reaſon for one 
Body of Diſſenters to ſuſpett another of de- 
ſerting them, no Reaſon for the Scots Preſ- 
byteri:ins to diſtruſt the Stability or Princi- 
ples of the Engliſh Presbyterians in their 
Adherence to their Pr for that 
conforming to one another is now of no 
manner of Conſequence, but ſecuring one 
another in the State and Quality, as to 
Principles, in which they really now ftand. 

This is the real Nature of Union; the 
Subject of the preſent Affair is a true Bal- 
lancing of Iate re ſts, that one may not jarr 
with the other; that every one, however 
differing in Perſwaſion, that however wide 
in Opinion, may yet joyn in Charity, Chri- 
ftian- Love, and common Courteſies, be mu- 
tually aſſiſtant to protecting and defending 
one another, and may treat one another as 
Neighbours, Chriſtians, and Country men in- 
habiting the ſame Iſtand, incorporated in 
civil Concerns, and having but one and 
the (ame Foundation as to civil Right, which 
if ſhaken, muſt equally affect every Part. 


ow” 


hate that lo 
eſs accuſt 


. 


This is what I call reciprocal Duty, this 
is the Obligation which, I ſay, lies on one 
Part of the People to another ; this is, what 
I ſayis,the civil Peace they ought to purſue ; 
and methinks the Duty is ſo plain, and the 
Occaſion afjt ſo jaſi, thx I need fay nothing 
more to it, than to put you in | of 4 

Hoy lang have all the Men of 
Cbriſti Temper beet prea 
Doctrinꝭ, and how he they the 
very Nature of things bring them to the 
Prafyicesf i: We have united with 
Scotlan . Well, Gentlemen, you that are 
angry at it, what would you have done now? 


-e know ythr dhe Anſwer, you would 
Bargain, Gentleman 
to good rs than to 


iling at the Publick, as d to call 
it, broke again. 

But come to an Anſwer of Particulars, how 
would yon bave it broke ? Would you have 
England, break it, break Faith, Honou 


capitylated Articles Cn 
much beboldes to you indeed, 72 
be a very. louſie Figure, to + their o Ex- 
preſſion, that England would make in the 
World, if their Honour and Treaties, Faith 
and Jategrity were proftituted, as theſe 
Gentlemen would have ic be. : 
But aſter all, what would you get by 
the Breach ?— A} the Anſwer I can ge: 
for this, is, the Gain will be National Con- 
fuſion, and that is what the Parties FS: 
tis the plain Defiga of their Method, fox 
nothing that tends to Peace and National 
Harmony, nothing that has the Face of a 
Chriſtian, or the leaſt Senſe of the General 
Good, can wiſh the Miſchiefs which muſt 
neceſſarily follow upon ſuch a Fracture. 
Since then they eannot rationally pro- 
poſe the Fracture of the Treaty, it ſeems to 
me the moſt ridiculous thing in the World, 
to make themſelves and one another uneaſie 
at the Circumftances, which if they are not 
the moſt effect ually proſperous to both ſides, 
muſt be the fingle and genuine Malice of 
the Party, who in all our kr progreſs to 
Union and Peace, have ſet ves up to 
be the Nations Diſturbers. * 


a . 
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MiIsckLLAN E A. 


ND what muſt be done with Bank- 
A rept and Debtors now, ſays a paſ- 
naue Reader of cheſe Sheets, this Man is 
for's a Door ta all Mannet of Frauds, 
and putriog it into the Power of every 
Kaave, firſt to cheat, and then defic his 
Creditors, and he muſt not be put in Priſon 
at al? 

Far from it, Gentlemen, neither does an 
thing, I have ever ſaid on this Head, | 
like this 3 2 am I ſuch an Enemy to 
the general Part of out Practice in Matters 
of Debt, I mean, arreſting and impriſon- 
ing Debtors: I allow, the Circu 
of Eugland make it neceſſary, and I ſhall 
ive wy Reaſons for it, before I quit the 
et ; and ſhall prove, that whereas in 
in K at this time, no Man can be ar- 
refted for Debt, or oblig'd to find Bail on 
mean Proceſs, tho one way it may be to the 
Advantage et ſome People, who might be 
in Danger that way; yet on the other hand 
it muſt be own'd, it is a Cheque to Trade, 
and helps to keep the People down, as ic 
higders petty Credit, and prevents People 
launching freelj out in Trade. 

In the Circumfiances therefore England 
ſtands in, as to Ialand Trade, of which per- 
haps it has the greateſt Share of any Nation 
in the World, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
make the Recovery of ſmal} Debts as wel) as 

great, as eaſie as poſſible, and to give the 
Creditgs all poihble Security, both on the 
Perſon as well as the Eſſects of his Debtor. 

But what I am complaining of here, is the 
Abuſc of theſe Powers, where they are run 
up to an Extremity, neither deſign'd by the 
Law of the Land, nor juſtify d by the Laws 
of GOD; and theſe are of ſeveral Kinds. 

1. The horrible Abuſes, Briberies, Ex- 
actions, and intollerable Barbaritics exer- 
d by the igferiour Qthcers, both in in- 
zulting the Perſons and Famities of the De- 
fcadant, impoling upon and plundering the 
Debtor, and ia taking Bribes, conniving 
and delaying their Bulineſs, tu the abuſing 
he Plantiff that employs them z by which 


either the Law is not executed at al, by 
which the Creditor is wrong'd and defeated 
of tecovering his juſt Debt 3 or if it is exe- 
cated, *tis done with iVegal Viulences, In- 
ſalts, and all Kind of Abuics, which are aci- 
ther intended ia the Law, nor juſtifiable ja 
a Chriſtian, or well govera'd Country. 

2. The exceſſive Perſecution of Debtors 3 
v hen it is maniſeſt, they neither have Abi- 
lity to pay, not wherewith to ſubliſt them- 
telves or Families 4 firſt rejeQting all Man- 
ner of Compoſitions, Propoſals or Offers 
made by the Debgor, While be is in a Con- 
dition to pay ſomething, and then petſecu- 
ting him thro all the expenſive Meanders of 
Law, Priſons, and Concealments, till he has 
nothing left to offer, and then with the 
ſame inexoratle Fory getting hold of his 
Body, pleaſe and gut thew(clves with his 
Sufferiogs, and oppoſe all poſſible A | 
for his Delivery, till the poor langui 
Creature perilhes with meer Want, 
Stench, and the unſufferable Torments of a 
Priſon. 

If theſe things are agreeable to Lau, 
Conſcience or Humanity, then I confeſs my 
ſelf at a Loſs to determine, what the Rules 
of theſe three Capital Articles are, and from 
whence they are deriv'd. He that proſecutes 
a Debtor for any Deſign, but to recover his 
Debt, is a Murtherer, and deſerves equal 
Puniſhment with the Man of Blood ; He 
that pretends to profecute for his Debt, but 
does it by ſuch Methods, and to ſuch De» 
grees, as he knows can have no T to 
that End,” diſſembles with GOD and the 
World, and only executes his own Revenge, 
which is directly againſt both Scriptyre and 
Religion, which remits all Vengeance to the 
great Retribution of the Almighty. 

He that would put his Debtor to Death, 
tho he ſhould not recover his Debt dy it, 
ſhows a Temper, I am ſure, no Chriftian 
will you and I wiſh I could ſay, no 

| 


Che iſtian will praQiſc. 


ADVER 


